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My fervent prayer is that the anti-peace men, in the 
Senate and out of it, may soon become an extinct species 
in American citizenship. What we as Christian citizens 
should wish for our nation is that she should take up with 
a strong hand the cause of right, with a firm spirit pursue 
the course of honor, and with abiding purpose strive to 
obtain unto righteousness of national character, and set 
the star of her empire in the centre of her vision of an 
ultimate civilization called of God to seek peace, love 
and goodwill for all the race. In these last Christmas- 
tides of this century, as we look to God and pray " Thy 
kingdom come," we must not do it in mockery, but accom- 
pany our petition with a sincere effort to bring into the 
world His Kingdom which is of peace, no less than of 
love and grace. 



The European Concert and Peace. 

After enumerating a number of the events showing the 
general unrest of the nations and their disposition to act 
selfishly and alone, the London Spectator gives its judg- 
ment that the European Concert is powerless as an in- 
strument of peace. Unfortunately the Spectator which is 
otherwise an able journal, has no great moral word to 
offer, to help the world find the way to peace. The ex- 
citement of war, and rumors of war, and of the check- 
mate movements of great, selfish armed powers, is too 
charming to the imagination of many great journals to 
allow conscience to sit often in the editorial chair. How- 
ever, the Spectator pronounces the European Concert a 
failure. Here is its judgment : 

" From these facts which are all patent and undeniable, 
what deductions ? There are, we think, two, each of which 
is of some pressing importance. In the first place, the 
Concert neither is, nor can be, as Lord Salisbury hopes, 
" the Parliament of man, the Federation of the world." 
That it is not is evident without discussion ; each power, 
whenever irritated or excited by greed, obviously and 
avowedly seeks its own ends even at the risk of war ; and 
we fail, we confess, to perceive, after much thought, how 
it can be. The only method would be to insist that any 
power, before it resorted either to violence or treats of 
violence, must lay its case before the great Tribunal ; but 
would any one of the powers agree to that in any emer- 
gent or very serious case? Would Great Britain, for in- 
stance, agree that Europe should settle whether she should 
have any more foreign territory, or France submit to be 
told that she wanted too much in west Africa, or Russia 
agree to surrender her claims to the Turkish reversion, or 
even Austria bear to refrain from avenging her diplomatic 
honor, which appears to have been really insulted, at the 
bidding of any committee whatsoever? As to Germany 
submitting to Europe her claim to a naval station in 
China, she would suspect from the first that it would be re- 
jected, all other powers being content, and would there- 
fore never agree to plead. As for America, the states- 
men of Washington would simply reject such a pretension, 
seeing clearly that if it were allowed Europe must discuss 
the validity of the Monroe doctrine, and would, in all 
human probability, decide that it had in international law 
no place. And if any power were so recalcitrant, what 
is the Concert to do ? Is it to light up the flame of war 
in order that Germany in China, or France in West Africa, 
or the United States in the Pacific, may be compelled to 
abstain from an acquisition which to half the world is of 



no importance whatever? The suggestion is not reason- 
able, and the Concert therefore must as an instrument for 
compelling the continuance of peace be pronounced almost 
powerless. It may become powerful when the world is 
satisfactorily distributed, and it may be possible to decree 
that there shall be no territorial alteration ; but until that 
happy stage in human progress has been reached it must, 
except as regards eastern Europe, be in the position of a 
court before which no one is compelled to plead, and which, 
if it does issue a decree, has no power with which, if any 
one resists, to compel obedience. It is, therefore, neces- 
sary that every power should be armed to the teeth, be- 
cause it may be compelled to act alone ; and in that neces- 
sity is, as it seems to us, the final condemnation of the 
Concert. It not only cannot ensure peace, but it cannot 
relieve that strain under which all the civilized nations are 
suffering more loss than they have ever suffered except 
from war. If the Concert really meant an approach of 
the nations towards mutual confidence it would render 
partial disarmament safe ; but it does not mean this. On 
the contrary, during the whole time that it has existed 
every nation has been furnishing its arms, and spending 
millions more than usual in order to be ready against a 
catastrophe which can only occur if the jealousies of the 
nations, always smouldering, should be suddenly fanned 
to fever-heat. The Concert has given them no new sense 
of security, and no confidence that, as justice is sure to be 
done in the end, it is needless to be always prepared to 
defend yourself with your own weapons. 

But then supposing all dreamy hopes are false, the Con- 
cert has at least preserved the European peace. Has it? 
That peace has, happily, been preserved ; but whether the 
historian of the future will attribute the preservation to 
the Concert, or to the new alliances, or to the still newer 
dread which has sprung up among the kings and states- 
men of the frightful consequences which a modern war 
might entail, remains a question to be settled. To our 
mind the second seems the stronger reason, not only be- 
cause it involves the third, but because the alliances have 
destroyed a certain sense of hope which formerly inspirited 
the great governments. They were always looking for, 
and usually finding, allies, who in the nick of time either 
reversed the conclusions of battle, or protected the de- 
feated from suffering too much. Now that Europe is dis- 
tributed into two camps there are no allies to be hoped 
for, except, indeed, Great Britain, which, as the whole 
continent believes, will stand aside in magnificent selfish- 
ness taking no part, but when the combatants are exhaus- 
ted, seizing all the possessions far away which she thinks 
would increase her profits or her prestige. The world ex- 
pects the war, if it occurs, to be a war d outrance, and 
therefore avoids it, and expects it to be avoided. Duels 
are very rare when the duellists must fight across a hand- 
kerchief." 



Right and Reason in the Peace Move- 
ment. 

We take from a German paper the following summary 
of a lecture recently given at Heilbronn, Germany, by 
Pastor Otto Umfrid, of Stuttgart, one of the most vigor- 
ous, wise and untiring advocates of peace on the Euro- 
pean continent. 

The friends of peace find here and there that an 



